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Who supplemented their meager pay and sup-
ported their families? The people, of course; and
they did so both directly and indirectly. In taxes
and .loans they paid to the Government about
three thousand millions of dollars. Their indirect
assistance was perhaps as great, though it is
impossible today to estimate with any approach
to accuracy the amount either in money or service.
Among obvious items are the collections made by
the Sanitary Commission for the benefit of the
hospital service, amounting to twenty-five million
dollars, and about six millions raised by the Chris-
tian Commission. In a hundred other ways both
Individuals and localities strained their resources
to supplement those of the Government. Immense
subscription lists were circulated to raise funds
for the families of soldiers. The city of Phila-
delphia alone spent in this way in a single year
$600,000. There is also evidence of a vast amount
of unrecorded relief of needy families by the neigh-
bors, and in the farming districts such assistance,
particularly in the form of fuel during winter, was
very generally given.
What made possible this enormous total of
contributions was, in a word, the general willing*
ness of those supporting the war to forego luxuries.